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tbe foetus, or to apply force sufficient to overcome the resist-
ance offered by the obstacle to birth; they comprise a number
of articles, the chief of which are cords and bands, halters^
crotchets or hooksy and forceps of various kinds. The uses and
advantages of these we will now notice. But before doing this,
we must again point out the great advantage, should the
" waters " have escaped, and the genital canal and interior
of the uterus be dry and tenacious, of moistening these parts
well before resorting to mechanical operations.
Cords and Bands.
Cords and bands are, of all mechanical means, the most
useful in veterinary obstetricy in the large animals. They
have the additional advantage that they are readily procurable,
are cheap, very portable, and can be employed where and
when other means are inapplicable. Owing to their pliability,
they can be pulled in any direction desirable, without much
danger of injury to the maternal organs. In all cases of
difficult parturition, it is an axiom with the experienced
veterinary obstetrist that the first thing to be done is to cord
the presenting limbs; or if they do not present, to seek for
and cord them as soon as possible. When this is done, then
they may be returned to the uterus, or put out of the way, as
the cords will always bring them to hand again when required.
While they are admirably adapted for exercising traction upon
the foetus, they may also in certain cases be of great utility in
changing a malposition.
They are used with the view of applying traction to the
foetus, and they can be attached to the head, body, limbs, or
tail, according to circumstances. The limbs are more particu-
larly the parts upon which they can he most usefully employed,
because of the length and solidity of these, the facility with
which they can be seized, and the prominences of the joints
and hoofs, which prevent the cords from slipping. For the
foal, they are most advantageously fastened around the
pastern, but with the calf above the fetlock-joint is better.
The head cannot be so advantageously "corded," though it
is a mosu important region of the body to secure in certain
cases; the neck of the lower jaw affords a fairly good hold,